
HOPEFULLY HELPFUL HINTS: 11 
 
The “Rules” of Composition - and a bit more 
 
This is a biggie – and feedback would be appreciated as to how you want us to 
deal with it, either as a more comprehensive Hopefully Helpful Hint or the 
subject of an illustrated talk on a club evening. – or both! 
 
In the interim an internet search on each of the topics below will provide a 
whole host of information. 
 
QUITE SIMPLY - THERE ARE NO RULES!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
BUT - there are a number of established guidelines that can be applied in almost 
any situation to invariably increase the impact of a scene. 
 
When familiar with these you may be surprised just how universal most of them 
are; you’ll be able to spot them everywhere (and especially in images liked by 
judges) and you’ll then find it easy to see why some photos “work” better than 
others. 
 
In no particular order: 
 

• “Rule” of Thirds 
• Balancing Elements 
• Lead Lines 
• Symmetry and Patterns 
• Viewpoint 
• Background 
• Depth 
• Framing 
• Odd numbers 
• Beware cutting off limbs 
• Use of space 
• Simplify 
• Beware edge distractions 
• Don’t confuse the judge… 

 
Experimentation - Breaking the “Rules” 

 
“Learn the rules like a pro so you can break them like an artist”



 


